
SCHOOL OF TECHNOLOGY, ART & DESIGN 

January 1, 2021 

Dr. MaryTheresa Seig 
Dean, College of Arts, Education & Humanities 
Bemidji State University 
Bemidji, MN 56601 

Dear Dean Seig, 

I am writing this letter in strong support of Dr. Mahmoud Al-Odeh, who is applying for promotion from associate to 
full professor. I have known Dr. Al-Odeh for approximately ten years and during this time have come to appreciate 
him as an excellent teacher, a dedicated researcher, and a highly respected colleague. 

Dr. Al-Odeh demonstrates his value to the School of Technology, Art & Design in many ways. First his well-
documented teaching record consistently demonstrates his commitment to his students. He worked to prepare his 
students for the national Lean Six Sigma certification exam with results touting a passing rate of 96%.  This success 
makes BSU students stand out from the competition and can lead to better career opportunities. 

Secondly, Despite Dr. Al-Odeh’s busy schedule as a classroom teacher, he still finds time to devote to his research. 
As a scholar, Mahmoud has been nationally recognized and has an impressive scholarly record. One example is the 
resource manual he published to support operation & project managers titled “Economics and Cost Analysis for 
Operations and Project Managers,” which helps professionals and learners prepare financial analyses of 
alternatives using spreadsheets. In addition to this publication, Dr. Al-Odeh was highlighted by Online Engineering 
Management Programs on the their list “Professor to Know in Engineering Management Programs.” 

Dr. Al-Odeh is a very professional individual with a strong work ethic. His excellent teaching record, his research 
efforts, and his ability to get along well with his colleagues makes him an invaluable member of the School of 
Technology, Art & Design and Bemidji State University. 

I recommend Dr. Mahmoud Al-Odeh, without hesitation, for promotion to full professor. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Bonnie Higgins 
Chair, School of Technology, Art & Design 
Bemidji State University 









MaryTheresa Seig, PhD 
Dean 
College of Arts, Education and Humanities 
Bemidji State University 
Page 2 

Support for Students 

As you know, faculty at Bemidji State are expected to serve our students beyond the classroom 
too; Dr. Al-Odeh's support for our students in this regard is again of the highest order. Besides 
serving as an academic advisor, guiding students through their degree, Dr. Al-Odeh has also 
served our students as the faculty advisor of the Beaver Engineering Design club since the first 
year he joined us. His dedication to our students in this endeavor has provided so many with the 
real-world opportunity to develop leadership and team-based skills outside of the classroom; 
often in service to the larger community. Not to limit his support for students to only those 
within the School of Technology, Art & Design, Dr. Al-Odeh has served as the Chair of the 
Student Achievement Day Conference for multiple years; events that were particularly well 
organized and attended. 

Service to the University and Department 

Besides support for students, Dr. Al-Odeh steps up in service to our department and university in 
so many ways. Recognizing opportunities to strengthen our offerings for students, Dr. Al-Odeh 
was instrumental in the revision of curriculum for our existing programs, as well as in the 
development of two new ones; Applied Management and Project Manageme!1t. Tireless in his 
own work related to accreditation, in 2017 Dr. Al-Odeh took the lead in coordinating the 
Technology side of TAD for our own successful ATMAE accreditation and has since 
coordinated maintaining our support for the University's accreditation by the Higher Leaming 
Commission. 

To summarize, I write this letter for Dr. Al-Odeh's promotion to full professor to support the 
recognition of dedication and very positive contributions that Dr. Al-Odeh has made to the 
University, our department, programs, and students that such a promotion will bring. For me not 
to do so would be to fail in my own responsibility to our organization. Thank you. 
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